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West Hartford Land Trust to Help University Protect and Preserve Campus Land
WEST HARTFORD, Conn. ― The West Hartford Land Trust (WHLT), a nonprofit conservation association that works to acquire and preserve open space in West Hartford, will help protect two parcels of land on the University of Hartford campus. WHLT has agreed to become the “grantee” on Conservation Easements on two separate six-acre parcels to ensure that they stay in their current, natural state forever.
As part of the Army Corps of Engineers’ approval of permits for the University’s project to upgrade its soccer and softball fields and add a new baseball field, the University agreed to preserve and protect in perpetuity two separate six-acre parcels of its property from any future development by placing a Conservation Easement on these parcels of land.
Under its agreement with the University, the WHLT will be responsible for oversight of the Easements, including annual inspections to confirm that the University is preserving/protecting the natural habitat of these wooded areas. 
“We believe that guaranteeing that this land remain undisturbed, and supporting the stewardship of the West Hartford Land Trust with our academic resources can serve as a model for other conservation easements,” said University President Walter Harrison.

In keeping with its educational interests, the WHLT has encouraged the University to use these Conservation Easements areas as an environmental classroom for the University's students. As a result, the University has had three classes — a biology class, a surveying class, and an environmental sociology class — help gather field data to document the existing conditions of the areas. The University and WHLT hope to integrate the annual reviews of parcels into the University curriculum.
“Establishing an educational link to these Conservation Easements is a unique and cost-effective approach,” said WHLT President John Shulansky.

One of the parcels is located south of the University’s Operations/Public Safety Building (near the planned site of the new University High School of Science and Engineering building) and the other is located north of  the University’s Sports Center.
For more information about West Hartford Land Trust, visit its web site, <www.westhartfordlandtrust.org>.
Chartered in 1957, the University of Hartford offers undergraduate, graduate, and professional programs in the arts, the humanities, business, engineering and technology, education, and the health professions. A “private university with a public purpose,” its 7,300 students represent 47 states and more than 60 countries. For more information, visit <www.hartford.edu>.
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